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(57) Abstract: A tidally driven electricity generator (1) has a series of turbines (2), each of which is mounted under water in an 
offshore location. Each turbine (2) has blades (3) which are rotated by tidal flow of water, to power a respective generator (4). which 
outputs AC electrical power via a respective transformer (5) to a cable (6) and appropriate switchgcar (7). The cable (6) is connected 
to a further transformer (8) located onshore, and the transformer (8) is connected to two AC inputs of a drive (9) containing an AC/DC 
converter, one input (10) of which is connected via a cable to a control feedback device (II). The control feedback device (11) may 
be a flow meter which determines the velocity of the tidal flow, or may contain look-up tables containing information relating to the 
velocity of tidal flow at any particular time. The drive (9) outputs DC electrical signals along cabling (13) to DC/ AC converter (14), 
which outputs AC electrical powen'ia transformer (15) to a fixed frequency local supply grid (16), 'I'he drive (9) also controls the 
speed of rotation of each turbine (2) by adjastmcnt of the frequency of signals output to the turbines from the drive (9) via switchgcar 
(7). 
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APPARATUS FOR GENERATING ELECTRICAL POWER 
FROM TIDAL WATER MOVEMENT 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for generating 
electrical power from tidal water movement, and relates 
particularly, but not exclusively, to an apparatus for 
supplying electrical power of a fixed frequency to a grid of 
a frequency different from that of electrical power output 
by individual generators. 

It is known to generate electrical power by means of so- 
called wind farms, in which a series of turbines is each 
driven by wind power to produce electrical output power. The 
efficiency of operation of any particular turbine of such a 
wind farm is determined by the angle of incidence of fluid 
driving the turbine with the turbine blades, and has a 
maximum value for any given speed of rotation of the 
turbines . 

. It is known to control the efficiency of turbines of wind 
farms by controlling the angle of incidence by adjusting the 
pitch of the turbine blades, or by adjusting the speed of 
rotation of the turbine blades relative to the stator of 
each turbine. 

There is presently considerable interest in producing 
electrical power from tidal water movement, especially • in 
countries having relatively long coastlines, such as the 
United Kingdom. Tidally driven turbines are generally 
submerged offshore, and are controlled by means of control 
apparatus located in offshore towers extending above each 
turbine, for example as shown in documents accompanying the 
presentation "Tidal Turbine Technology", Peter Praenkel, 
Creating an All-Energy Future, Aberdeen, 27 to 28 February 
2001. 
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However, known tidally driven turbines of this type suffer 
from the drawback that maintenance and repair of electrical 
control apparatus located in an offshore tower is both 
difficult and expensive, and the electrical insulation 
required to prevent ingress of seawater into the control 
, apparatus also increases the cost of the apparatus. 
Furthermore, there are considerable difficulties associated, 
with applying the known techniques used in wind farms to 
tidally driven turbines. In particular, turbines having 
blades of variable pitch are complex and expensive to 
manufacture, and arrangements used in wind farms in which 
electrical control equipment is mounted to each generator 
are very expensive to apply to tidally driven turbines, in 
which the control apparatus must be located offshore and 
protected from the marine environment. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention seek to 
overcome the aibove disadvantages of the prior art. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for generating electrical power from 
tidal water movement, the apparatus comprising:- 

at least one electrical turbine adapted to be driven by 
tidal water movement to generate a respective first 
electrical signal; and 

drive means located remotely from the or each said turbine 
for receiving the or each said first electrical signal, 
controlling the speed of rotation of the or each said 
turbine to adjust the efficiency thereof, and outputting at 
least one second electrical signal to supply electrical 
power generated by the or each said turbine. 
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By providing control means located remotely from the or each 
turbine, this provides the advantage that in the case of 
tidally- driven turbines being located offshore, the 
electrical control components can be located onshore. This 
significantly reduces the cost and difficulty in maintaining 
and repairing the apparatus, and also significantly reduces 
the degree of electrical insulation needed to protect the 
control components. Furthermore, the present invention is 
based on the surprising discovery that although the speed of 
tidal water flow varies significantly over time, at a given 
time the speed does not vary significantly over the area 
occupied by an installation of several turbines. This 
enables several turbines to be controlled by a single 
controlling device located onshore and connected to the 
turbines by a single cable. This in turn makes the present, 
invention significantly more cost effective than the prior 
art. 

The apparatus of the present invention also has the 
advantage that it is of significantly simpler construction 
and maintenance than a conventional apparatus having turbine 
blades of variable pitch, which significantly reduces the 
cost of apparatus of the invention compared with such prior 
art apparatus. Furthermore, by having drive means located 
remotely from the turbines, it is possible to provide 
additional drives to add redundancy to the apparatus, and by 
selectively connecting the additional drives to one or more 
of the turbines, as opposed to providing additional drives 
for each turbine, this enables the redundancy to be added 
more cost effectively. 

The apparatus may further comprise feedback means for 
providing at least one first control signal- for use in 
controlling the speed of rotation of the or each said 
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turbine by said drive means to adjust the efficiency 
thereof . 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further comprises 
control means for receiving the or each said second 
electrical signal and outputting at least one third 
electrical signal to supply electrical power generated by 
the or each said turbine, wherein said control means is 
adapted to control the frequency of the or each said third 
electrical signal. 

This provides the advantage of enabling the efficiency of 
the or each said turbine to be meLximised, while at the same 
time enabling electrical power generated by the or each said 
turbine to be transferred efficiently to a supply grid of 
fixed frequency. 

The feedback means may be adapted to apply at least one said 
first control signal responsive to the frequency of at least 
one said third electrical signal. 

The feedback means may be adapted to apply at least one said 
control signal, responsive to the velocity of said tidal 
water movement, to said control means. 

This provides the advantage of enabling the efficiency of 
the or each said turbine to be controlled as the velocity of 
tidal water movement varies with time. 

The apparatus may further comprise AC/DC converter means for 
receiving the or each said first electrical signal and 
outputting DC signals to said drive means in response 
thereto. 
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The apparatus may further comprise DC/AC converter means for 
receiving the or each said second electrical signal and 
outputting said third electrical signals in response 
thereto . 

The drive means may be adapted to control the speed of 
rotation of at least one said turbine to limit the 
efficiency thereof. 

This provides the advantage of protecting the apparatus from 
damage in the event of excessive energy output by one or 
more turbines . 

The drive means may be adapted to cause rotation of at least 
one said turbine from standstill thereof. 

This provides the advantage of assisting the turbine to 
overcome frictional forces during starting thereof. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided a method of generating electrical power from 
tidal water movement, the method comprising: - 

causing at least one electrical turbine to be driven by 
tidal water movement to generate a. respective first 
electrical signal; 

controlling the speied of rotation of the or each said 
turbine by means of drive means located remotely from the or 
each said turbine to control the efficiency thereof; and 

outputting at least one second electrical signal from said 
drive means to supply' electrical power generated by the or 
each said turbine. 
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The method may further comprise the step of controlling the 
speed of rotation of the or each said turbine in response to 
the frequency of at least one electrical signal output by 
said drive means. 

The method may further comprise the step of controlling the 
speed of rotation of the or each said turbine in response to 
the velocity of said tidal water movement. 

The method may further comprise the step of controlling the 
speed of rotation of at least one' said turbine to limit the 
efficiency thereof. 

The method may further comprise the step of using said drive 
means to cause rotation of at least one said turbine from 
standstill thereof. 

A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be 
described, by way of example only and not in any limitative 
sense, with reference to the accompanying drawing in which:- 

Figure 1 is a schematic view of a tidally operated 
electricity generator embodying the present invention. 

Referring to Figure 1, a tidally driven electricity 
generator 1 has a series of turbines 2, each of which is 
mo^Inted under water in an offshore location, for example 
suspended from floating buoys or anchored by cables to the 
sea bed, using methods which will be familiar to persons 
skilled in the art. Each turbine 2 has blades 3 which are 
rotated by tidal flow of water, to power a respective 
generator 4, which outputs AC electrical power via a 
respective transformer 5 to a cable 6 and appropriate 
switchgear 7. ^ 
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The cable 6 is connected to a further transformer 8 located 
onshore, aind the transformer 8 is coimected to two AC inputs 
of a drive 9 containing an AC/DC converter, one input 10 of 
which is connected via a cable to a control feedback device 
11. The control feedback device 11 may be a flow meter 
which determines the velocity of the tidal flow, or may 
contain look-up teibles containing information relating to 
the velocity of tidal flow at any particular time. 

The drive 9 outputs DC electrical signals along cabling 13 
to DC/AC converter 14, which outputs AC electrical power via 
transformer 15 to a fixed frequency local supply grid 16. 
The drive 9 also controls the speed of rotation of each 
turbine 2 by adjustment of the frequency of signals output 
to the turbines fr5m the drive 9 via switchgear 7, in a 
manner which will be familiar to persons skilled in the art. 

The operation of the apparatus shown in Figure 1 will now be 
described. 

The speed of tidal water flow through the individual 
turbines 2 does not vary significantly between individual 
turbines at a given time, although it will be appreciated by 
persons skilled in the art that this speed can vary 
significantly over time. The efficiency of operation of each 
turbine is controlled by controlling the speed of rotation 
of each turbine, which in turn controls the angle of • 
incidence between fluid driving the turbine and the blades 3 
of the turbine. 

When the speed of rotation of each turbine 2 has been set, 
by means of a controller in the drive 9, to operate at a 
given efficiency, the frequency of electricity output by 
each generator 4 depends upon that speed of rotation, and 
will be generally the. same for all of the turbines. The 
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electrical output signals are then input to drive 9 and are 
output via DC/AC converter 14 and transformer 15 to the 
local grid 16. However, because the frequency of the 
electrical signals output by the turbines 2 can be different 
from that of the grid 16, the controller in drive 19 can 
vary the frequency of electrical signals output at cabling 
13. As a result, the frequency of AC electrical power 
supplied by transformer 15 to the local supply grid 16 can 
be matched to that of the grid 16 for optimum power 
transfer. The drive 9 may be controlled by a feedback loop 
(not shown) matching the output frequency of DC/AC converter 
14 to the grid 16. 

In addition to controlling the speed of rotation of the 
turbines 2 during normal operation so that they operate at 
maximum efficiency, the drive 9 may also be used to drive 
the turbines. 2 during start-up of the generator to assist in 
overcoming frictional forces. Furthermore, in order to 
prevent damage to the generator caused by excessive power 
output, the drive 9 may also adjust the speed of rotation of 
each turbine to limit the efficiency of operation of the 
turbines . 

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that 
the above embodiment has been described by way of example 
only, and not in any limitative sense, and that various 
alterations and modifications are possible without 
departure from the scope of the invention as defined by the 
appended claims. For example, it will be appreciated that 
the present invention can be used with turbines having 
blades of variable as well as fixed pitch. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An apparatus for generating electrical power from tidal 
water movement, the apparatus comprising: - 

at least one electrical turbine adapted to be driven by 
tidal water movement to generate a respective first 
electrical signal; and 

drive means located remotely from the or each said turbine 
for receiving the or each said first electrical signal, 
controlling the speed of rotation of the or each said 
turbine to adjust the efficiency thereof, and outputting at 
least one second electrical signal to supply electrical 
power generated by the or each said turbine, 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
feedback means for providing at least one first control 
signal for use in controlling the speed of rotation of the 
or each said turbine by said drive means to adjust the 
efficiency thereof. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, further 
comprising 

control means for receiving the or each said second 
electrical signal and outputting at least one third 
electrical signal to supply electrical power generated by 
the or each said turbine, wherein said control means is 
adapted to control the frequency of the or each said third 
electrical signal. 

4. An apparatus according to claims 2 and 3, wherein said 
feedback means is adapted to apply at least one said first 
control signal responsive to the frequency of at least one 
said third electrical signal. 
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5. An apparatus according . to any one of claims 2 to 4, 
wherein said feedback means is adapted to apply at least one 
said control signal, responsive to the velocity of said 
tidal water movement, to said control means 

6. An apparatus according to any one of the preceding 
claims, further comprising AC/DC converter means for 
receiving the or each said first electrical signal and 
output ting DC signals to said drive means in response 
thereto . 

7. An apparatus according to claim 6, further comprising 
DC/AC converter means for receiving the or each said second 
electrical signal . and outputting said third electrical 
signals in response thereto. 

8 . An apparatus according to any one of the preceding 
claims, wherein said drive means is adapted to control the 
speed of rotation of at least one said turbine to limit the 
efficiency thereof. 

9. An apparatus according to any one of the preceding 
claims, wherein said drive means is adapted to cause 
rotation of at least one said turbine from standstill 
thereof . 

10. An apparatus for generating electrical power from tidal 
water movement, the apparatus substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to the accompanying drawing. 

11. A method of generating electrical power from tidal water 
movement, the method comprising:- 
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causing at least one electrical turbine to be driven by 
tidal water movement to generate a respective first 
electrical signal; 

controlling the speed of rotation of the or each said 
turbine by means of drive means located remotely from the or 
each said turbine to control the efficiency thereof; and 

outputting at least one second electrical signal from said 
drive means to supply electrical power generated by the or 
each said turbine. 

12. A method according to claim 11, further comprising the 
step of controlling the speed of rotation of the or each 
said turbine in response to the frequency of at least one 
electrical signal output by said drive means. 

13. A method according to claim 11 or 12, further comprising 
the step of controlling the speed of rotation of the or each 

. said turbine in response to the velocity of said tidal water 
movement . 

14. A method according to any . one of claims 11 to 13, 
further comprising the step of controlling the speed of 
rotp.tion of at least one said turbine to limit the 
efficiency thereof. 

15. A method according to any one of claims 11 to 14, 
further comprising the step of using said drive means to 
cause rotation of at least one said turbine from standstill 
thereof . 

16. A method of generating electrical power from tidal water 
movement, the method svibstantially as hereinbefore described 
with reference to the accompanying drawing. 



11/22/2007, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



wo 2004/027257 



PCT/GB2003/003904 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 

11/22/2007, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



intematlM Application No 

PCT/GB 03/03904 



A. CLASSIFICATION OP SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 F03B13/26 FD3B15/00 F03B15/08 



Acconcing to Inlernaiionat Patent ClasslHcalton (IPC) Of to bolh nallonal clasaHlcatlon and IPC 



D. RELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (dassiflcallon system lonowed by classification synibols) 
IPC 7 F03B 



DoaimenialNxi seaiehed other Hon minlmuin docuimntation to ttn extenl tlial such documents eie (nduded in the lleUs eearchad 



Electronic date l»se oonsuUed during the Intematlonai searcD (naine of deaa tnsa and, wt«eie pradlEal, search terms used) 

EP0-Interna1 , UPI Data, COMPENDEX. INSPEC 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Catsgoiy ' Cilatlon ol doctiment. with tidlt»Ilon. where appraprtale, ot the televant passages 



Relevant to dalm No. 



WO 01 34973 A (PAS PETER ALEXANDER 

JOSEPHUS) 17 May 2001 (2001-05-17) 

page 1, line 2 

page 4, line 9 - line 22 

page 6, line 13,14; figures 2,3 



GB 2 348 250 A (I T POWER LIMITED) 
27 September 2000 (2000-09-27) 
abstract 

page 10, line 3 - line 9 

page 10, line 29 -page 11. line 26; 

figures 6,7 



1-5,8. 
10-14,16 



6,7 
9.15 

1-5.8. 
10-14.16 



-/-- 



I X[ Further documents are listed in the continuation ol box C. 



El 



Patent tamily members are Ibted In annex. 



* Special categories of dted documents : 

*A* document defining ttw general stale of the ait wtilch is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E' earlier document but published on or after ttie International 
fDIng date 

V document which may throw doubtp on priority daIm(s)or 
wtiich Is cited to establish the puUteatkm dale of another 
dtatlon or other special reason (as specified) 

•O* document referring to an oral disdosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the inlemalional filing dale but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*V later docunient published after the intematlonai filing date 
or priority data and not in conflict witli the application but 
died 10 understand the prindple or Iheoiy underlyino the 
Invention 

*X" document of perticular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Invontlvo step when the document is tatcen alone 

*Y' document of particular relevance; Ihe claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to involve an Inventive step when the 
document ts combined wtth one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sMtied 
in the art. 

'&' document member of Ihe same patent family 



Date of the actual complelion of the international search 



18 December 2003 



Dale of maling ot the international search report 



12/01/2004 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent (Dffice, P.B. 5616 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280HV RQswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 661 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Criado Jimenez, F 



Fonn PCT/ISAffilO (Mcond sheet) (July 1982) 



page 1 of 2 



11/22/2007, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intemainpi Applleatlon No 

PCT/GB 03/03904 



C.(Cominuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category' 



Citation of document, witti indlcation.where appropriate, of toe relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



wo 02 057623 A (OCEAN POWER TECHNOLOGIES 
INC) 25 July 2002 (2002-07-25) 
page 9, paragraph 5 -page 13, paragraph 1; 
figures 5,5A 

FR 2 324 895 A (NEYRPIC CREUSOT LOIRE) 
15 April 1977 (1977-04-15) 
claim 1 

US 5 440 176 A (HAINING MICHAEL L) 

8 August 1995 (1995-08-08) 

column 2, line 23 - line 32; figures 

US 4 754 156 A (BANDO AKIRA ET AL) 

28 June 1988 (1988-06-28) 

column 3, line 35 -column 4, line 34 



6,7 



9,15 



2-5 



Fonn PCr/iSAaiO (eontinuatian of aaoond sheol} 1802) 



page 2 of 2 



11/22/2007, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



inrortASUon on patent rmniiy mamoora 



lntom«tHM rtpplleatton No 

PCT/GB 03/03904 



Patsnt docunriBnt 








1 aiOFii lamiiy 






cited In search report 




date 




member(s) 




date 


wo 0134973 


A 


17-05-2001 


NL 


1013559 


C2 


28-05-2001 








AU 


1742101 


A 


06-06-2001 








CA 


2391538 


Al 


17-05-2001 








EP 


1228309 


Al 


07-08-2002 








WO 


0134973 


Al 


17-05-2001 








NL 


1013559 


Al 


18-05-2001 


GB 2348250 


A 


27-09-2000 


AU 


766741 


B2 


23-10-2003 








AU 


2681900 


A 


14-09-2000 








CA 


2367715 


Al 


31-08-2000 








EP 


1183463 


Al 


06-03-2002 








WO 


0050768 


Al 


31-08-2000 








US 


6652221 


81 


25-11-2003 



WO 02057623 A 25-07-2002 EP 1364124 Al 26-11-2003 

WO 02057623 Al 25-07-2002 
US 2003001392 Al 02-01-2003 



FR 2324895 


A 15-04-1977 


FR 


2324895 Al 


15-04-1977 






BR 


7604225 A 


05-04-1977 


US 5440176 


A 08-08-1995 


AU 


687629 82 


26-02-1998 






AU 


3423895 A 


02-05-1996 






CA 


2160756 Al 


19-04-1996 






EP 


0708241 A2 


24-04-1996 






JP 


8210237 A 


20-08-1996 






NO 


954156 A 


19-04-1996 


US 4754156 


A 28-06-1988 


JP 


2585233 B2 


26-02-1997 






JP 


63100276 A 


02-05-1988 






CA 


1266506 Al 


06-03-1990 



Fonn PCT/ISM3I0 <puanl taii% mrni (July 1882) 

11/22/2007, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



